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Italian excellence to conquer 
the world

In stark contrast with the current economic 
situation, October 30 the Uteco Group 
inaugurated its new UT3 facilities - its third in 
Italy - adjacent to its headquarters at Colog-
nola ai Colli (VR); having also expanded and 
renovated the ConverDrome, ie the R&D 
center in its UT2 facilities. The board, the work-
force and numerous guests celebrated the 
event.

Indeed there is no denying that almost 10 
million euros of total investment to realize 
7,000 smq of additional production surface, 
and the 1,500 sqm of the R&D centre consti-
tute credentials that speak volumes for a 
company that continues to firmly believe in 
Italian manufacture, not only in words but also 
in deeds. 

The ribbon-cutting ceremony coincides with a 
boom time for the Uteco Group, leading 
global manufacturer of packaging print and 
converting machines, that in 2014 registered a 
leap forward in orders (+ 27%), approaching 
the sizeable figure of 100 millions in turnover

The ceremony, which was primarily dedicated 
to the Italian partners:  Customers, suppliers, 
technological partners, user groups from the 
food and paper industries – such as Barilla, 
Bauli and Fedrigoni – and other institutions 
from the sector and territory, allowed the 
guests to view the 15 machines already being 
assembled in the new plant.  The machine 
ranges being produced here include Flexo 
Diamond, Onyx, Crystal and Topaz and also 
the most recent technological innovations in 
flexo printing, EB, UV, tissue, printed electron-
ics, rotogravure, Ink-Jet and laminating also in 
leading-edge fields like aerospace...at the 
ConverDrome®.

While the Open House for the worldwide 
customer done in May 2015 in accordance 
with the Agents’ Meeting.  All these events will 
end  in May 2015 at the important IPACK-IMA 
and CONVERFLEX International Exhibition in 
Milan under the compass of EXPO 2015, which 
will principally concentrate on the future of 
food.

Uteco in the next decade
Uteco will offer solutions to a very wide range of 
applications. 
Currently  Uteco is the only company that offers all 
printing technologies for flexible packaging: flexo, 
gravure , offset and inkjet!  Definitively flexo 
printing is #1 at Uteco, but we have presented 
new systems for gravure and offset as well.

To be in the front battle, Uteco must give solutions 
for the customers to remain competitive. There 
has always been a battle between flexo and 
gravure for market share. Now due to the fact 
that newspaper and commercial paper is 
decreasing, companies from offset are pushing 
into the package printing market. So there is more 
competition to deal with.
Research and development is the utmost impor-
tance. Uteco not only build machinery for the 
conventional package printing market, but also 
for special applications. Uteco is developing 
systems for avionics,  security, domotics and 
printed electronics. The goal is to become the 
leader in all markets we are involved in. 

Labelexpo Europe 2015
UTECO has made success with the last Labelexpo 
and definetly will be present in 2015. Companies 
from the label and narroweb industry  enthusiasti-

cally welcomed the news of our new type of Onyx 
press, which is called Onyx XS (XS stands for extra 
small). This  central drum printing machine will be 
presented  starting from 600 mm (23.6") web width 
( perfect for narrow web) till 1000 mm (39”)  aimed 
for an economical production of short run pack-
aging. There is a global trend in the package 
printing industry to use more narrow presses, but 
also in the label industry to use wider presses. In 
the past years, Uteco has built customised narrow 
web presses, both inline and CI, flexo and 
gravure, with coating or laminating units, even 
extrusion coating, etc. 

UTECO EB technology
After the UV migration issue the market was push-
ing at a high pace into EB, considering it as the 
solution for the latter. For years Uteco making tests 
with this technology and developed special 
equipment like the Thermilox (patented) sleeve, 
and talked to ink producers to improve the 
recipe.  The new technological centre will feature 
a hybrid press that is equipped with EB, UV, Inkjet, 
etc to conduct tests with customers to find out 
what kind of technology they need exactly and 
consult them accordingly. Uteco has already sold 
one EB press to a big  Italian printer, and other 
Customers consider this as a very interesting 
option for the future. 

Win the worldwide recognition your package deserves by entering the WorldStar Competition. The 
pre-eminent international award in packaging, WorldStar illustrates the continual advancement of the 
state of our packaging art and creates a living standard of international packaging excellence from 
which others may learn.

WorldStars are presented only to those packages which, having already won recognition in a national 
competition, are compared by an expert panel of judges to similar packages from around the world. 
Awards are based on the judges' consensus that a package is superior in its own right, and better in its 
class in execution or innovation by comparison.  

The ready to drink & “Extra Joss NITROS”, is the first energy 
shot in Inodnesia, even in the world that use 
thermoforming packaging technology. This 
thermoforming packaging is designed as an alternative 
packaging for energy shots besides the glass bottle and 
plastic packaging which are already common in the 
market.

Thermoforming packaging can provide various forms of 
packaging that is more attractive in appearance and 
still delivers convenience for the consumer. NITROS is also 
becoming more attractive since the packaging itself 
can “stand” and therefore is easy to display and of 
course, adds to its unique selling point.

SOME OF WORLDSTAR 2015 WINNER
NITROS : Energy Shot in “Standing”Thermoforming Packaging Form - Beverage

PT. Bintang Toedjoe-Indonesia, AsiaStar 
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GOLD AWARD - LOCKED4KIDS CHILD RESISTANT CARTON BOX-BY ECOBLISS
Locked4Kids BV - Netherlands

Locked4Kids is the World’s first Child Resistant Carton certified against both the 
ISO/EN 8317 and US 16 CRF 1700.20 standard. This innovation acts as a last line 
of defense against unintentional child poisoning. Locked4Kids will prevent 
numerous accidents and save the lives of many young children. 
Locked4Kids has been designed to prevent young children from gaining 
access to the content. Adults however should be able to open the 
packaging easily. Locked4Kids consists of a carton and a tray in which 
blisters with medicine or other products, dangerous for young kids, can be 
packaged.

GOLD

PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Hamidiye Water Bottle - Beverages
Anadolu Cam Sanayii A.S. , Turkey

The design shares the elegance of Istanbul, and 
the easily handled neck part, shows the 
continuity of designed water. It is with wide 
radiuses of soft curves and modern lines. Tulip 
theme, the historical logo of the brand from 
Ottoman to present, empahasized under the 
bottom as engraving.

For the first time in a glass water bottle, a tulip 
embossment that has a connection with our 
national history is used. Also, specially designed 
glass water bottle is used by 3 different 
companies (Hamidiye, Taskesti, Kavacik) in our 
country, for the first time. It has high production 
efficiency.             

There are some people who describe the label 
manufacturing process as simply “putting ink on 
paper.” Of course, converters and other industry 
professionals know there’s quite a bit more to it 
than that. But if you’re one to use this explanation, 
breaking the process down into the simplest of 
terms, then, by definition, ink plays a significant 
role in label production. And it truly does.  Ink 
World magazine, a sister publication to L&NW, 
estimates that North American ink industry sales 
were worth approximately $5 billion in 2014. “Of 
that, packaging inks accounted for more than $2 
billion in value, led by water-based flexo inks,” 
says David Savastano, editor of Ink World. “Pack-
aging, UV and digital inks are the three main 
growth areas for ink manufacturers, and are the 
leading ink technologies in the label and narrow 
web printing market. As a result, label and narrow 
web ink sales are growing by more than 5%.”

Flint Group Narrow Web
“Ink development is a continuous effort 
to improve value,” states Deanna 
Klemesrud, Flint Group’s global 
marketing manager, Packag-
ing and Narrow Web. “The 
root cause for ink devel-
opment has many 
different shapes and 
forms, but the 
common denomina-
tor of all is to create a 
value for the user. As 
an example of the 
above, Flint Group 
recently introduced 
CombiWhite C3. Jennif-
er Joyce, global product 
director, Narrow Web, 
explains, “A classification 
and labeling change led by 
REACH resulted in Flint Group, 
as a responsible supplier, decid-
ing we could no longer use 
N-vinyl caprolactam (NVC, CAS 
number 2235-00-9), in any of our 
products. While EuPia have initiated a 

prolonged substation process until March 2015, 
we are pleased to announce we are ready with 
re-fomulation work and have had 15 clients using 
the new product for well over five months; further-
more, we have not had one single negative 
report from any of these tests. We are very 
pleased with the results.”

Other Flint Group developments are more a result 
of listening to printers’ pain points and trying to do 
something that will result in improved perfor-
mance.  “Recently we have been working with a 
few printers who want to run flexible packaging 
on narrow web presses,” Klemesrud says. “This has 
resulted in a couple of new ink types that will be 
introduced to the market during quarter one. 

INX International Ink Co.

INX International offers the flexo label industry its 
AquaTech ION series of inks. Part of the AquaTech 
line is the ION-T Thermal series, used for a wide 
range of thermal laser printers and represents 
advancement for thermal label printing. The ION 
PlusT series, specifically designed for printers using 
higher line anilox rolls up to 1,500 lines, offers 
outstanding color strength, high heat resistance 
and excellent transfer. It also provides, according 
to INX, superior stability at a wide range of press 
speeds. It is intended for use on substrates such as 
thermal label, semi-gloss, EDP and treated foils.

The ION Film Glow & Sheen Metallic series prints on 
most prime label, semi-gloss and EDP substrates, 
as well as most treated films and foils. INX says it 
features brilliant colors, superior strength and 
outstanding stability at different press speeds, in 
addition to excellent transfer and fast drying 
capabilities. These inks also sport excellent adhe-
sion to various non-porous substrates.

Sun Chemical
Sun Chemical offers a full range of inks, coating, 
consumables, cleaners and plates of the latest 
technologies for all printing processes used across 
the label market. Some highlights of the latest 
offerings are in the area of opaque white inks. 
These include UV screen inks allowing for 
increased production speeds, UV flexo inks with 
industry leading opacity, such as Solarflex Neutron 
White, and versatile products such as Solarflex 
Platinum White that can be run flexo or screen are 
just a few.  Sun Chemical also offers a range of 
products for recyclable label applications with 
SunCure UV flexo ink and UV coating packages 
that pass the standards set by the APR. If low 
migration is required, Sun Chemical’s offerings in 
the area of sheetfed (SunPak LMQ), UV flexo 
(Solaris Max D LO/LE and Solarflex LM), UV offset 
(SunCure FLM) and coatings and consumables 
should provide the performance and assurance 
required. www.sunchemical.com

Environmental Inks
Environmental Inks (EIC), a member of the Siegw-
erk Group, recently introduced its UV LED printing 
inks for narrow web shrink sleeve applications. The 
company’s SAS UV LED ink for the shrink sleeve 
market has the ability to generate adhesion at 
higher press speeds – a key advantage for UV 
printers vying to compete for mid- and longer run 
jobs. The SAS UV LED porfolio, while dedicated to 
shrink film printing, is also versatile enough for 
lamination printing and standard prime labeling 
applications. The product features fast curing 
(realized at 750 fpm), heat control for thin gauge 
film, and low odor. Higher speed whites and 
dense-curing black are available.

Source L & NW April 2015

INK INNOVATION
A Multitude of Products and Services are Enhancing Narrow Web Printing


